
June 15 Driving Event:   

 

This was our first driving event of the year, and 18 members and a guest 

drove seven Early Birds and one Corvette  from the parking lot of the Or-

ange Market at Hanging Rock for the relatively short 15 minute drive to 

the Homeplace Restaurant in Catawba.  The day could not have been pret-

tier or more temperate and the scenery was beautiful.  We had not been 

there as a club since the late 1980’s, so it was a nice change from some of 

our more frequented destinations.  Larry Semones arranged the reserva-

tions and suggested the destination, so he can be forgiven for driving his 

good-looking red Corvette instead of his 1956 Thunderbird!   

Our reservations were for 3 in the afternoon (when they open).  We got 

there about 2:50 and the parking lot was almost full.  Fortunately, we were 

all able to be accommodated in the nicely paved lot and not relegated to 

the grass in the front yard of the early 20th century, nicely restored and 

maintained large house.  That would have been a gut check for the purists 

in our group who try to never let the tires of their birds ever touch an un-

paved surface! (Actually, that would include just about all of us.)   

We were happy to have Buck Morgan join the group again along with Bev 

and their Daughter.  Others in attendance were:  Richard Garrett, Charlie 

and Marie Chattin, Larry Semones and Cindy Markham, Rodney and 

Norma McNeil, Don and Judy Thomas, Steve and Linda Meadows, Bill 

and Sue VanName, and Russ and Barbara MacDonald. 

 With our reservations, we were seated right away at an extended table 

and enjoyed a delicious meal served family style.  All of the meats, side 

dishes, beverages and desserts were delicious.  There was:  Roast beef, 

fried chicken, country ham, baked beans, green beans, coleslaw, mashed 

potatoes, gravy, and biscuits with more if any serving dish ran out.  Top 

that off with a dessert of black raspberry cobbler and ice cream, and you 

can see why it was a mid-afternoon combination lunch and dinner.  

Thanks, Larry for setting this up. 
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Future Events 

 

July 20 

Lunch Meeting 

at 

The Swinging Bridge 

 

August 10 

Street Scene 

in 

Covington, VA 

 

August 17 

Club Meeting 

at 

The Greenwood 

 

September 21 

Lunch Meeting 

at 

Coopers Cove 

Community Center 
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Join CTCI 

Go to: www.ctci.org 

Call: 562-426-2709 

www.starcitytbirds.org 

Newsletter Gold Award:    
 Before we were served, I showed everyone the “Gold Award” for our newsletter that I received 

in the mail from Sandra Hood, the current Newsletter Contest Chairperson for CTCI.  They 

were awarded at the 1919 Regional in Flagstaff, AZ in May.  Two comments are necessary.  The 

first is that neither Club President, Richard Garrett nor I actually entered the contest this year.  

(We did enter for a couple years some years ago when the contest first started, but we only got 

Bronze awards since many clubs were doing really complex, magazine-like formats in color.  

We decided no longer to try to compete.)  Richard said that what might have happened is that 

he was contacted by Sandra this year to see if we would be willing to have our newsletter en-

tered into competition.  (Richard exchanges newsletters with many clubs, including the Dallas 

club where Sandra is a member.)  He said OK if she thought it was worthwhile. 

The second comment is that as the newsletter writer, I was listed as the editor on the award.  

The actual fact is that from the very beginning of our arrangement in October, 2006, Richard 

and I have been a team with me writing the newsletter and Richard basically producing, mail-

ing, adding pictures, cartoons, recipes and his President’s Column.  We both are doing what we 

like to do, and neither does what we dislike!  In Richard’s terms, I am the Editor and he is the 

Publisher. 

 

No formal June Meeting:  There was no business conducted at the Homeplace. 
 

July Meeting:  

 Remember that the second club driving event of the year will be on Saturday, July 20 to the 

Swinging Bridge Restaurant in Paint Bank.  The rendezvous point will again be at the Orange 

Market lot just off the I-81 milepost 141 exit (rt 419).  However, the departure time will be at 

11:30 in order to reach Paint Bank by noon.  Any coming from other directions should arrive 

there by then as well.  There is a relatively small number who have committed so far.  If you de-

cide that you would like to make this scenic mountain drive and excellent lunch stop, call Rich-

ard so you can be added to the list.  See the June newsletter for more details about the restau-

rant, old mill on the grounds, and the nearby fish hatchery.  It is a rain or shine event so bring 

whichever vehicle is appropriate. 
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August Meeting:   

The August meeting will be back at the Greenwood on August 17. 

 

September Meeting:   

This will be the last summer club driving event, and will be to Coopers Cove at Smith Moun-

tain Lake on September 21.  More details to follow later in the summer.   

 

Non-club Driving events:   

See any of the previous newsletters, especially the last two, for information on other events of 

interest throughout the summer.  It is a good time to get out in your birds at any level from an 

evening cruise in to an eight day road trip to a Thunderbird convention.   

Birthdays and Anniversaries for July: 

Birthdays:   

1 Barbara MacDonald      

13 Marie Chattin      

19 Larry Semones 

Anniversary:   

4 Bobby and Martha Combs 

Russ MacDonald,  

Newsletter Writer 
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Star City Motor Madness 
Williamson Road Cruise-in June 28 

There were nine club members in six vehicles, 3 being “little birds”: Bill VanName in his 

green ’56, Richard Downey in his red ’57, and Barbara and Russ MacDonald in their blue 57.  

The others were:  Rodney and Norma McNeil in their ’55 Chevy, new member, Angelo Toro, 

in his 1966 Thunderbird convertible, and Larry Semones and Cindy Markham in Larry’s red 

Corvette.  It was the first time for several of those in attendance.  Cundiff Motorcars were gra-

cious hosts with a fine spread of chicken, pork BBQ and hotdogs with all the side dishes.  

Guests brought additional side dishes and desserts for a fine meal in the shade of some cano-

pies and a cleaned-out garage with picnic tables.  It was a by-invitation event with Bill Van-

Name being the annual contact for our club.  Overall, there were 16 vehicles there in the Cun-

diffs lot, so our club was well represented.   

 

The cruise in, it turns out, is a totally informal AND NOISY affair with antiques, muscle cars, 

street rods, high rider pickups, low rider pickups, a couple of antique 18 wheeler tractors, mo-

torcycles, even a bicycle, etc., etc., all mixed in with normal Friday evening traffic!  In case the 

vehicles were not noticed by the viewers along the road the first time, most made several trips 

each way.  Some of us left a little early---the MacDonald’s to get to Blacksburg before dark, 

and Larry Semones to join in the cruise in.  He made as much noise as any of them digging out 

from the traffic light just to the left of the Cundiff property.  We all pitied the poor regular 

commuters who had to be wondering how this happened to them!  We understand that it con-

tinued well into the evening. 

 

It was a most unusual event to see, but the real fun was the get together with various old car 

enthusiasts at the Cundiffs.  Thank you, Cundiff brothers, for continuing to host this get to-

gether and inviting the Star City Classic Thunderbirds every year! 

 

Russ MacDonald,  

Newsletter Writer 

The owners of Cundiff Motorcars invited the Star City Classic T-Birds Ltd. to a cook out at 

their location on the corner of Williamson Rd. and Liberty Rd. and watch the cruise-in from a 

front row vantage point.  

Russ and Barbara’s July adventure wasn’t over. They also participated in the Blacksburg 4th of 

July parade. See page six for the results of that endeavor. 



From the President: 
It has been a busy month since the last meeting. 

Susan Van Name was rushed to the hospital after 

experiencing sever arm and chest pain. She spent 

several days there undergoing by-pass surgery. 

The good news is that she came through it very 

well and is recovering nicely at home and will 

soon be back to 100%. 

 

The annual Star City Motor Madness cruise-in 

and car show went off in fine fashion. Several 

members participated in both events. This is one 

of the premier events in this area and all of the 

proceeds from it goes to support the automotive 

gallery at the Virginia Transportation Museum. 

This was the eighteenth year for this event and it 

gets bigger and better every year.  

 

Our next meeting will be a lunch meeting on July 

20th at the Swinging Bridge restaurant in Paint 

Bank. We will meet at the Orange Market off of 

exit 141 on I-81. The caravan will get under way 

at 11:30. There is still time to sign up if you have-

n’t already  done so. The cut off date is July 18. 

 

Richard Garrett 
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Banana Bread 
 

Ingredients: 

 2 or 3 mashed bananas 

½ cup butter 

 1 cup sugar 

 2 eggs 

 1 ¼ cup flour 

 1 tsp baking soda 

 1 tsp salt 

 1 tsp vanilla 
 
Preparation: 

1.  Preheat oven to 350 deg. F. 
2.  Grease loaf pan 
3.  Cream butter and sugar together. 
4.  Add eggs, banana and vanilla 
5.  Stir by hand until blended together 
6.  To this add flour, baking soda and 

salt 
7.  Stir together until blended 
8.  Pour into loaf pan 
9.  Bake 50 to 60 minutes  

www.starcitytbirds.org 
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A great pic. Hot day and the bird was close to overheating. It stalled on the last hill from downtown to the 

Tech main entrance. On third try to restart these kind parade viewers helped with a push to the cheers of  

everyone including Barbara and me! 



 

Page 7 Volume 43 Number 7 

www.starcitytbirds.org 

History Highlights 

7-2-1912 William L. "Bill" Mitchell was born in Cleveland, OH. He was the 2nd person to head GM Art &  

                Color design. 

7-9-1847 Edwin Houston was born in Alexandria, VA. He was one of the founders of the General Electric Co. 

7-17-1744  Elbridge Thomas Gerry was born in Marblehead, MA. He was the 5th Vice President of the US  

                   under James Madison.  

7-20-1938 Dame Edith Diana Elizabeth Rigg was born in Doncaster, England. She acted in theater, movies and 

                  television.  

7-30-1863 Henry Ford was born in Greenfield Township, Michigan 

 

7-2-1928 Willys-Overland built it's 2 millionth car, the 4th company to do so at the time, during 1928 W-O  

                was the # 3 carmaker worldwide 

7-9-1904 The first Buick left the Flint, MI assembly plant on a test run. 

7-16-1935 The first parking meters in the U.S. were installed in Oklahoma City, OK 

7-25-1978 Louise Joy Brown the 1st "test tube baby" was born in Oldham, England 

7-30-1953 The first production Corvette was built. 

Dept. of Totally Useless but interesting Information.  

He might have gotten away with it if only… 

 

An Illinois man drove to a Wal-Mart, shoplifted some electronic devices and nonchalantly  

sauntered out the door. That was when he noticed a problem: His car was gone. A repo man had 

followed him to the store and re-possessed the auto while he was inside. The police arrested the 

thief fleeing on foot. 

 

Source: Chicago Tribune 

Stupid Criminals Division  
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Reprinted from OLD CARS WEEKLY 

OTTO MECHANIC  By: Jay Piersanti 
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