
OFFICERS:
President: Wayne Bane 724-594-7482 dbane3413@comcast.net 

Vice President: Peter Sarkis 412-310-1589 sarkis2004@comcast.net

Vice President: Marc Koszak 412-266-0562 alldetroitmuscle@yahoo.com

Secretary: Mary Beth Meyer 412-747-0769 mbmeyer321@hotmail.com

Treasurer: Jerry Longstreth 412-466-9091 gll1231@msn.com

October 2019 Newsletter

RECENT EVENTS:
Flight 93 Memorial             Saturday, September 28th

We were watching the weather forecasters all week and they were predicting rain to severe thunderstorms. As it turned out, the predictions could
not be further from reality. We saw a few raindrops early in the morning before we started. The rest of the day was sunny and warm. The journey
started at the Irwin Turnpike Interchange and more members joined us at New Stanton. We got off the turnpike at Donegal and proceeded east on
Route 31. The scenery was beautiful with the leaves just starting to change. We arrived at the restaurant early. This gave us time for greetings with
the Central PA Thunderbird Club. They came from the Harrisburg area. We also had time to visit the Cabin Shoppe for colonial period items as well
as custom jewelry and giftware. We had a wonderful lunch at the Jean Bonnet Tavern. This historic tavern has been at this location since 1779.
During lunch we had a chance to get to know our new friends. Our next stop was the Flight 93 Memorial. We toured the new visitors center. There
were several educational story boards describing the details of the event. There was also a new observation platform to view the flight path. Some
members walked down the trail to see the Wall of Names monument. After the visit we said our goodbyes and headed home. The Pitt Birds want to
thank Jerry and Barbara Longstreth for organizing and leading this great tour.

mailto:sarkis2004@comcast.net


4

RECENT EVENTS: 

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Car Cruise at Quaker Steak and Lube in Robinson
Sunday, September 1st

Twenty-four members met at the Quaker Steak and Lube in Robinson
on an afternoon that was forecasted for rain. Some members brought
their daily driver, but most brought their Thunderbird. Thunderbird was
the highlighted car of the car cruise. The rain held off and we all
enjoyed a relaxing dinner. As we were finishing dinner, we got a
warning of a storm on its way. We said our goodbyes and headed
home ahead of the storm. The Pitt Birds want to thank Donna Shubert
for organizing this great event.

Tour to Volant, PA                    Sunday, October 20th

Volant is a sleepy little village one hour north of Pittsburgh with about
50 shops and restaurants. We will meet at the Denny’s Restaurant in
Cranberry at 11:00 AM and leave promptly at 11:30 AM to travel north
to Volant. Shortly after arrival, we will have lunch at the Neshannock
Creek Inn Restaurant. After lunch we will have time to tour the shops
and visit some wineries. If you have any questions, please contact
Jerry Longstreth at 412-466-9091.

MEMBERSHIP:
Current Membership:  73 Members
Welcome new members:    Sam and Sandy Cover

Belle Vernon, PA, 1957 Thunderbird
Peter and Pam De Ivernois
Gibsonia, PA,   2002 Thunderbird

Wishing a rapid recovery to:   Betty Macek and Warren Smith

Interested in Joining an International Thunderbird Club?
The Pitt Birds Thunderbird Club is a chapter club with the Classic
Thunderbird Club International (CTCI) and the International
Thunderbird Club (ITC). Both CTCI and ITC have regional and
international events, provide excellent technical advice, publish bi-
monthly magazines, offer vendor sourcing, and articles about other
local clubs. Membership information to CTCI or ITC can be found by
visiting the following web sites.
Classic Thunderbird Club International:  www.ctci.org

Then click on “Become a Member” on the Home page.
International Thunderbird Club:  www.intl-thunderbirdclub.com

Then click on the “Membership” button on the Home page.

Nomination of Officers:
The Pitt Birds are soliciting nomination suggestions for the following
offices in this club. Please consider lending your expertise to the
continued success of this great club by standing for a position as:
President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer.
The position for the Newsletter Editor is also available
Please note that Wayne Bane has decided not to continue as president 
of the Pitt Birds.  The position is open to all members of the Pitt Birds.
If you are interested or know of someone that is interested, please
contact Wayne Bane at 724-594-7482 or dbane3413@gmail.com.

Autumn Meeting                   Sunday, November 17th
The Pitt Birds will meet on Sunday, November 17th

The meeting location will be in the next newsletter.

Agenda items are:

• Nomination of Officers
• Suggested Activities and Tours for 2020

• Holiday Dinner Plans

http://www.ctci.org/
http://www.intl-thunderbirdclub.com/
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Men’s and Ladies’ Golf Shirts:  
Turquoise / Thunderbird blue golf shirts with
the Pitt Birds logo.
Contact Mary Beth Meyer at 412-818-5898.
The price is $25.00. Shipping and handling to
your address is an additional $5.00.

1957 Thunderbird
Contact:  Ron George
724-784-0316
rondoavanti@gmail.com
$40,000

Starmist Blue, rebuilt engine, new Goodyear radials, restored in 2002, 
Kelsey Hayes wire wheels, new top and interior. No hardtop. 

1956 Thunderbird
Contact:  Gus Pagonis
412-638-4629 
LTGPagonis@gmail.com 
$40,000

Fiesta red with white top and white interior, 3rd owner. Restoration in
2001 to include 312 engine. Automatic, PS, PB Power seats. 19
years in heated garage and never driven in bad weather. Runs
extremely well. Great paint job and new tires and wire wheels. Have
all maintenance records since 2001. Everything works to include
lighter and clock. Hard and soft tops and tonneau cover.

FOR SALE:

Fresh paint Torch Red, 2 tops (Hartz) Auto rebuilt 2,000 miles ago, PS,
power seats, 12 V conversion, electronic ignition, alternator disguised
as generator, elec. aux fuel pump, Coker radials plus 4 WW Firestone
bias belt, new interior. Too many features to list. Cali/Colorado car to
be driven to Pittsburgh Sept. ’19. Doesn’t need electric fan,
guaranteed no rust and not to overheat!

1955 Thunderbird
Contact:  John Vierthaler
CTCI #00864
303-204-2484
johnjvierthaler@gmail.com
$37,000

Visit and Join the Pitt Birds 
Thunderbird Club Facebook Page

Please visit the Pitt Birds Facebook page, post a
comment or a photo of your Thunderbird and see
what others have posted. Visit:
www.facebook.com/groups/1558299460953848/

Mark Your Calendar:
2020 Pitt Birds Holiday Dinner
Grand Concourse Restaurant
Saturday, January 18, 2020 
at 12:00 noon

mailto:johnjvierthaler@gmail.com


The Astronaut and the ’55 T-Bird
by Brendan McAleer – Hagerty.com

On May 12, 2013, Commander Chris Hadfield became the first
person to record a music video in space. His cover of David Bowie’s
“Space Oddity” was an instant hit, garnering millions of views.
Bowie himself was impressed, calling the video “the most poignant
version of the song ever created.” While the fate of the song’s Major
Tom remains a mystery, Commander Hadfield’s fate doesn’t. He
would return safely to Earth... and then he’d drive home in his 1955
Ford Thunderbird.
Freshly restored in Snowshoe White, that same T-Bird was on
display at the 2019 Cobble Beach Concours D’Elegance in Owen
Bay, Ontario. ‘Driving’ interviewed Commander Hadfield about his
T-bird and about his car history growing up on a farm in Milton,
Ontario.
Hadfield learned to drive tractors at age 12 before graduating to
a1962 Oldsmoble Delta 88 with (what else) a Rocket 88 V-8
underhood. He owned a ’62 Oldsmobile, then a ’64 VW Bug in
university. Then came marriage and family and the very John Glenn
choice of a 1983 Mercury Marquis woody wagon. But the boy who
became the first Canadian to walk in space and command the
International Space Station had always had a differently wheeled
dream. We caught up with him by phone, en route to an astronaut
conference in Montreal.

“Absolutely I wanted to hold out for a ’55,” Hadfield says. “The ’57
was bigger, and the ’56 with the Continental back and opera
windows was different too. Basically my whole life I’ve thought the
’55 was the perfect combination of design, power, and size.”
The Ford Thunderbird debuted in 1955 not as a direct rival to the
Chevrolet Corvette but instead as a slightly different take on a two-
seater. Inspired by a 1952 Ferrari Barchetta gifted to Henry Ford
II—in the days before the two companies went to war—the
Thunderbird was sleek, low, and powerful for its day. However, it
was intended as a personal car, luxurious and convenient to drive.
The engine was a 192-cubic-inch V-8, which made 193 hp with the
three-speed manual, or 198 hp with a Ford-O-Matic three-speed
auto.
Hadfield had to wait until 2001, but he finally got his ’55. He bought
the car over the phone from Star City, Russia, where he was
working as Director of Operations of NASA. A couple of years later,
he and his father Roger had repaired the T-Bird’s flaws and a new
job at NASA’s Johnson Space Center in Houston beckoned. A
normal person might have shipped the car down to live in a garage.
Hadfield and his then-16-year-old son Evan loaded the T-Bird to the
gills and made a road trip out of it.
“We hit every world’s biggest ball of string on the way, even
stopped off at Graceland and got Elvis glasses. The car was pretty
full—maybe we could have used the Continental back that trip,”
Hadfield laughs.
Then, between 2003 and 2013, NASA’s Chief of Robotics and later
Chief of the International Space Station Operations daily-drove a
50-year-old Ford to work every day.
“My commute was only about 10 minutes, and no highways,”
Hadfield says, “I didn’t drive it if the weather was bad. But they don't
really have winter down there. Every single time I drove it, I was
delighted. It was fun.”
“You don’t want to risk a car unnecessarily,” he adds, “But you do
want to honor it. Everything about it is within my ability to fix, and I
bought the car to be involved in it.”

https://www.hagerty.com/articles-videos/author/brendan-mcaleer


The Astronaut and the ’55 T-Bird
Continued
According to the Commander, his
Thunderbird wasn’t a unicorn in the NASA
parking lot. Astronauts have a tradition of
being interested in cars, with most of the
Apollo teams driving Corvettes. But it’s not
just about speed.
“All astronauts are pretty hands-on kinds of
people,” Hadfield says. “You have to be
pretty self-sufficient—there’s nobody to call
in space.”
Now retired at the age of 60, Commander
Hadfield seems busier than ever. He’s
written several books, including one for
children, and is a popular speaker at
events. He’s also very active on Twitter.
Pressed on whether he’d like to add
anything to his garage, Hadfield responds
with a laugh.
“At this point, I feel like I only have the time
to be faithful to one car,” he says.
However, his father Roger has a varied
collection that includes Rolls-Royce Silver
Ghosts and McLaughlin-Buicks. And Chris
is interested to see whether his children will
share a generational interest, spurred by
the Thunderbird. The car is something of a
bridge across the years, worked on by
Hadfield with his dad, and shared with his
sons and daughter.
Now, restored by Dave Harrison of
Straffordville, Ontario, over 14 months,
Hadfield’s ’55 T-Bird stands ready for years
of faithful service. It is a dream come to life,
grounded to the earth, ready for the next
sortie. Commencing countdown, engines
on.
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