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From the President  

Honoring 

65 years           

of Thunderbird’s  

       Little Birds 

  

 Hello all.  Nancy and I are back from the “FAR NORTH” that 
is, Wyoming to you all.  We had a very nice summer mostly separat-
ed from everyone and everything. Especially the heat.  
 
           By the time you read this the election results may be known, 
or maybe not.  The latest joke around Frisco is “2020 is like a horror 
movie and I can’t get out of the theater”.  Boy, I know what you 
mean.   

           Speaking of election results, CTCI results are in! I guess we are moving the club to Wyo-
ming.  Whaaaat?  Well I will have to drop in on them next summer.  I will ask Karen to publish the peo-
ple who won later in the newsletter.   Also regarding CTCI, I will bring a couple copies of the latest 
CTCI financial report the November 6 meeting and if you let me know you want it I will e-mail it to you 
later on.  
 
 I spoke with Doug and Kathy last week and they tell me they still plan on the Chili cook-off on 
November 14.  Christmas party is still on for December 6,  2pm to 5pm.  Details to these events are on 
the calendar below. 
 
           I see by the last news letter that Charlie and Elaine, and The Bickels are helping folks keep the 
oil and grease moving in their cars and themselves moving with cars and coffee events.  Cudos to all 
who are socially distanced and still having a good time. 
 
           Each year we ask this, and so again this year we say time to step up and help administer the       
Big D Little Birds club.  We have many to offer opinions but so few to stand for office.  Tim, Scott and 
Charlie are looking for a few good people to help.  It really isn’t hard; look I have done it for two years, 
and it hasn’t hurt me - well too much anyway.  . At present we do not have more than one person for 
each position however all club members should be encouraged to volunteer for any position.  
Here is are those who have stepped forward so far: President, Les Gray; 1st VP, Charlie Difiglia; 2nd 
VP, Jo Huttenhow; Secretary, Karen Dendy; Treasurer, Tim Chaput; Newsletter Editor, Karen Dendy; 
CTCI Advisory Rep, Robert Goodwin; and Sunshine Lady, Elaine Difiglia. 
 
 Well that’s all for now folks.  I saw that picture of some our guys pushing a Corvette, ooh I hope 
you washed your hands after.  See you at the dinner, maybe. 
  
T-Birds Fly 
Chuck 
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Big “D” Club Officers & Business Meeting Minutes 

We are also blessed that Karen Dendy will be continuing in 
her job of newsletter editor.  She won a CTCI gold medal 
again this year for her outstanding work with the club 
“lifeline”.  Of special note is Scott McGilvry who has agreed 
to serve in an unofficial position as special adviser to the of-
ficers.  He has done this for me in the past and his institutional 
knowledge goes a long way in preventing previous mistakes 

  Big ‘D’ Little Birds  

 2020 Club Officers 
President — Chuck Siebert 

    9800 Dogwood Street 

    Frisco, Texas 75033 

    Phone: 214-284-6477 

    Email:  mr-siebert@sbcglobal.net 

1st Vice Pres— Scott McGilvray 

    9139 Dunmore Drive 

    Dallas, Texas 75231 

    Phone: 214-341-3597 

    Email: scottmcgilvray@sbcglobal.net 

2nd Vice Pres—  Charlie Difiglia 

     7711 Windomere Drive 

     Wylie, Texas 75098 

     Phone:  972-442-0338 

     Email:  chrlsdif@aol.com 

Secretary—  Karen Dendy 

    3703 Partridge Lane 

    Irving, Texas 75062 

    Phone: 214-662-2035 

    Email: dendy.prestonpub@verizon.net  

Treasurer— Tim Chaput  

     4457 Cleveland Drive 

     Plano, Texas 75093 

     Phone:  972-596-1210 

     Email:  chaptj2@verizon.net 

  Bird Thunder Editor – Karen Dendy  

     3703 Partridge Ln 

     Irving, TX 75062-3008 

     Phone: 972-258-0190 

     Cell Phone: 214-662-2035   

     Email: dendy.prestonpub@verizon.net 

         Website Manager          Sunshine Lady 

     Mike Bracey     Elaine Difiglia 

 Phone: 972-279-2484   Phone: 214-403-6437 

 Email: mikebracey@att.net  Email: chrlsdif@aol.com 
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1112 Springbrook Circle 

  Plano, TX 75075 

  Phone:  972-424-0311 

  Cell Phone:  972-989-3833 

CTCI Advisory Rep— Robert Goodwin 

Business Meeting Minutes 

November 7, 2020 
 President Chuck called the November business meeting at 
Southern Recipe Restaurant to order at 8:30 a.m.  He wanted to 
make sure that everyone had heard that the postponed CTCI  
Convention sponsored by the Trailbirds of Florida has officially 
been cancelled.  BUT good news, a  Fall Regional Concours/Driving 
Tour October 5-10, 2021 is in the works according to Region 5 Di-
rector Brian Carron. This is to be held in the Ozark Mountains in      
Branson, Missouri. Stay tuned for more information in the       
Early Bird magazine. 

 President Chuck had a print-out of the current CTCI     
balance sheet that he passed around. If you would like a copy, 
Chuck can email it to you by request. 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

CHILI COOK OFF NEXT WEEKEND AT THE SAFFELL’S 

CHRISTMAS PARTY LUNCH DEC. 6 AT MAGGIANO’S 

Get your RSVP’s in for both events.  Money for the Christmas 
lunch is due to Treasurer Tim by Nov. 21st. More info later in this 
newsletter. 

 Treasurer Tim gave the financial report of the club, and 
mentioned that we have presently 118 memberships representing 
208 members.   The NTFB can is available at breakfasts and 
events for donations. 

 President Chuck had everyone take several business cards 
about our club to pass out to potential members we may meet. He 
announced those that have volunteered to be officers next year, 
but  reiterated that the club encourages others to volunteer and 
we could certainly have an election.  As of now, those volunteers 
are Les Gray for President, Charlie Difiglia for 1st VP,                
Jo Huttenhow for 2nd VP, Karen Dendy for Secretary and Tim 
Chaput for Treasurer.    Chuck also mentioned that the CTCI    
office will be moving from California with sale of the building to 
Wyoming. 

 Karen Dendy passed around a card and note from Becky 
Johnson, Harry Evans’ daughter thanking us for the tribute        
to her dad in the October newsletter, and that the family             
will need help from the T-Bird club to dispense with                      
Harry’s cars and parts, which all gladly said they would. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 a.m. Respectfully submitted,   

     Secretary Karen Dendy 

mailto:mr-siebert@sbcglobal.net
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Club Dues:  $25.00 per family 
 
Classified Ad: 

   
$12.00 per year (Business Card size):     $24.00 per year (1/4 page ad); 

 

$50.00 per year (1/2 page ad);                 Non-business related ad is free for 6 mo. 
 

 
Please print legibly 
 
Name/Spouse:______________________________________________________________________ 
  
Address: _____________________________________ City:________________________________
     
State: ___________________   Zip Code: ___________________ 
 

Email address: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Home phone: ______________________________ Cell phone (him):_________________________ 
 

Cell phone (her): ___________________________  CTCI No.: ________________________ 
 
 

Thunderbirds owned including color: 
His birthday: Month: _______ Day: ___________ 1955 ______ Color: ________________ 
Her birthday: Month: _______ Day: ___________ 1956 ______ Color: ________________ 
Anniversary: Month: _______ Day: ___________ 1957 ______ Color: ________________ 
 
 
 

Mandatory – please check ONE method only how you would like to receive the newsletter: 
 

 Email in color:_________ or Mailed B/W hardcopy:__________ 
 

 

Dues are due on January 1st – the March newsletter will be your last newsletter if dues are unpaid by 
March 31st. 
 

Dues paid after July 1st are $18.00 
Dues paid after October 1st are $9.00 
 

Make checks payable to; Big D Little Birds, and send to:  Tim Chaput 
        4457 Cleveland Dr. 
        Plano, TX 75093 
 

        Phone: 972-804-2456 cell 

                Club Dues Renewal Notice  
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1909 Sears 

   Franklin 

 

Member News 

 

  

   Ron & Nadine Bickel       1st 

 John & Brenda Shriver           5th  

Jerry & Judy Groves               16th 

Von  & Sandra Irwin            17th 

Sal & Cheryl LaMastra           17th  

Kevin & Louise Hyatt      23rd 

Tom & Karen McCartney   24th  

Steve & Kassie Knight     27th  

 

     

 

 

Happy 
November 

Anniversaries  

                                             

  

 Ron Hamburg   1st 

 Robert Wendel              1st 

 Audrey Miller       2nd  

 Mike Horner   3rd 

 Kathi McGilvray    5th  

 Kathy Saffell       10th 

 Jim McIllwain      13th  

 Daniel Hubert      14th  

 Jim McNew          14th 

 David Robb   19th 

 Patrick Osweiler  22nd 

 Judy Groves   23rd  

 Todd Seach         25th  

 Al Macdonald       26th  

  

 

 

        Happy  
    November 
    Birthdays 

      Day      Day 

The Harry Evans family is grateful for the tribute to their dad in the      
October newsletter. They miss him and his smiling face. An obituary is in the  
planning stages for the Star-Telegram.   Barb Ohlman says, “She is at peace with 
Harry’s passing. He lived life to the fullest. He was a rare person who met each 
goal he set for himself. He made many friends from all walks of life and enjoyed 
sharing his experiences. I, too, will always miss him, but not with sadness. He told 
me on numerous occasions that he had a good life and enjoyed growing up with his 
children. I’m grateful to have known Harry. He enriched my life in many ways. But 
most importantly, he was truly a special dad.” 
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      Sorry to hear that we are losing members 

      Stephen and Karen Lobue. They have sold  

      their home in  Granbury and are moving  

      Back to Reno, Nevada.  Karen says they  

      will miss everyone, but they had to make 

      their lives simpler, and are downsizing to 

      a smaller home.  Big D members wish you 

      well, and we will miss you, too! 

Old person health advisory  

(you no who you are)!!!  From Jack Stewart 
 

I celebrated my two year anniversary of the night I 
fell over in my bedroom and broke my hip. 

It is only appropriate that, on this day, I fell again       
(tripped on an imaginary rock). This time, in the 
back yard. I was removing the tarp from my car 
trailer. I had bought a new winch to drag the car up 
on the trailer. I decided it was no longer a good 
idea to drive a car (safely) up on the trailer alone. 

I did avoid breaking my other hip. I cleverly broke the fall with my face.  I was 
going to attach a picture of my face (NOT).  It even made me ill to look at it. 

No Fire Department this time.  I drove myself over to the same emergency 
room.  They cleaned me up and did a CT Scan (negative). 

Luckily, the current times will allow me to hide out until the healing occurs. 

WALKING ADVICE: I noticed, that after the hip replacement, I no longer lift my 
feet as high as I did before the operation. Secondly, the new type casual shoes 
have larger rubber soles than those on older leather shoes. They tend to drag 
and catch on rough surfaces. 

Have a good day!  Jack 
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                            Member News 

2018 

Cruisin’ the Coast by Les Gray 
 On Tuesday, October 6, Doug & Kathy Saffell, Les & Maxine Gray and 
Ray Elleven, a longtime friend of Doug and Kathy’s, met at the Buc-ees in 
Terrell to head for Biloxi, Mississippi to participate in the Mississippi event. 

 When the Grays arrived at Buc-ees, Doug had one rear wheel and 
brake drum off of his Corvette thinking he had a problem with a brake drag-
ging.  I will let Doug tell you how the problem was solved.  After putting all 
the tools, etc. back in his car, he could not find the keys to the car, and he 
had already closed the trunk lid.  The search began for the keys; again I will 
let Doug tell you where the keys were found.  Now everyone has filled up 
with gas, cars all running good, and we head out for Mississippi.  The group 
decided to pull in to Waskom, Texas for gas, and I discover I have a lifter 
making a loud noise, so I shut the motor down.  When   restarting after fill 
up, the engine is quite and we head for 
Shreveport. With the lifter problem, 
we decide to have the car towed back 
home. I jumped in the Corvette with 
Doug and Maxine jumped in with Kathy 
in her car, and we are again on the 

road to Biloxi.  
Jerry Gray met 
the car at the Gray home in Rockwall. 

 A good time was had at the event and the weath-
er was nice, but a storm was predicted to hit the area, 
and after closely watching the weather for a couple of 
days, the decision was made to leave on Friday morning 
head back home, but about an hour later plans changed 
to stay in Biloxi due to possibly driving through heavy 

rain and wind between Jackson, Mississippi and Shreveport.  That decision 
proved to be a good one since the storm completely missed the Mississippi 
coast, and the weather turned out beautiful and the event was not cancelled.  
The group returned on Sunday, and no 
bad weather was encountered. 

 It felt good to get away from 
home and enjoy a gathering of hun-
dreds of beautiful old cars and visiting 
with one another; we look forward to 
the next one. 

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE 
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Past Event 

 

 

 

Cruisin’ the Coast by Les Gray 
  

Doug’s car on display in    
 Pascagoula 

Doug and Kathy 
receiving  their 
award for their 

car in Pascagoula. 

Doug with his award. 

                            Member News 
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Bay Area Thunderbird Club 2021 Calendar 
Photo Winners 

By Guy Cummins 

 Thanks to all of you for your support building this year’s Thunderbird      
calendar.  We have been doing this a long time and you have made the process 
great fun for us this year both by sharing your photos and telling us the stories of 
your cars and the locations of the photos.  We’ve enjoyed talking, texting and 
emailing all of you and all the other entrants.  It has been exciting to “meet” you 
and we feel like it has opened up doors to new friends. We feel energized from 
the energy in your clubs all over the country.  We may just make this a regular 
thing. 
In this process we have probably driven some of you crazy with the questions 
and such.  For that we apologize. We hope this message will help repay some of 
that time and energy.   
 

 We are happy to announce that TWO BIG D MEMBERS’ CARS will be    
included in the calendar: Patrick Osweiler and Rick Slaton. 

(pictures on the next pages) 
 

After discussing some questions and requests we’ve received, the board decid-
ed today to lift the one discount per person limit and allow all the winners and all 
of their local club members to order as many discounted calendars for family, 
friends and gifts as they like.  Thank our president Dave Adams for that.   
More good news, we worked out the problems with the web ordering and you 
can now order them discounted ($11 ea) on online, finally.  For that use the    
promo code “CLUB PICTURE”” in the “Apply Coupon” box . 
 
Go to our website https://batoc.org, go to the order calendar tab on the left, put 
the number of calendars you would like to order, your zip code (standard ship-
ping is free) and proceed to check out.  Of course you can still order by 
mail.   Just  include your club affiliation in an attached note. 
Thank you again for your time and effort and making this so fun for us.   
We wish you all health and fun.  When we can travel again, we just might drop 
into one of your meetings, and we hope you will do the same if you are in the 
San Francisco east bay on the second Saturday of the month. 
 
Lastly, please pass this message along to your members, and as we may not 
have correct contacts for all of your clubs, we ask the winners to also pass this 
along to their members and board. 
  

https://batoc.org/
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Member News 

Patrick Osweiler’s car 
Thank you again for submitting the photos of you beautiful bird. I want to let you 
know that your photo was chosen for the 2021 BATOC calendar.  Attached is the 
photo and caption that will be used.  Please proof read it and let us know as 
soon as possible if there are any errors.  We hope to get it to the printer next 
week. 
As I think you know, you will receive a free copy of the calendar.  We expect to 
ship them by the end of November.   All of your fellow members of the Big D Lit-
tle bird Club can order one at a $5 discount ($11 including shipping).  They can 
order now by sending an $11 check to the address listed on the web link with a 
note telling us their club affiliation.    

 

Rick Slaton’s photos and story are on the following page.  

Congratulations to Patrick and Rick for being selected.  It is so great to have our own  
Big D Members featured in the calendar. I am sure several will want a copy of the       
calendar, and will order  according to Guy’s instructions.. 
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Rick Slaton’s photos and story:    BABY, OH BABY BIRD 

Our Baby Bird story began in Dallas, Texas at 12:33 PM on October 8, 2011.  That’s 
when the gavel struck and the auctioneer shouted sold! SOLD!! SOLD!!!  Little did we 
know that what was one of the most exuberant, and in hindsight impetuous, moments in 
our 42 year marriage (now 51 + years) would soon turn into the quintessential restora-
tion nightmare lasting 9 years.  Before I move on, let me say for the benefit of those 
who haven’t yet had the antique and classic auto auction experience, auction venues are 
definitely BUYER BEWARE!  Many six figure cars were sold at this auction, but even 
with that kind of apparent credibility we found that the advertised description of the 
car we bought was as much fiction as fact. 

Here is where I confess my naiveté.  I assumed that a Baby Bird restoration would be 
no more involved than any other 50’s/60’s era car.  After all, just looking at one, it was 
not at all intimidating.  After the auction, I drove it the two hour trip home.  That was 
the only time it was driven for the nine years we have owned it until it was recently test 
driven by the restorer and me.  The day after bringing it home I had the car to a point 
that I could pretty much see where all the sheet metal issues were.   I didn’t even take 
the time to give my wife a ride or give her a chance to drive it before rendering it not 
drivable.  And yes, I’m still suffering from having made those consecutive very bad 
decisions. 

Soon after stripping the car I took it to an area shop recommended by some of our local 
car club members.  What happened next should have been a red flag.  I asked the shop 
owner if he had ever worked on a Baby Bird.  He said: No, but it’s just a car.  Seven 
years later I pulled the car after countless broken promises, missed deadlines, three 
shop ownership changes and two shop location changes. 

It’s at this time my wife said: I have come to the conclusion that the only possibility 
that I see of me ever getting to ride in my car (we did buy it for her) is if after 
I die, you have me cremated.  That way, if you ever get it back, you can take my 
ashes for a ride.  I thought about laughing,  but decided it would be against my 
best interest on several levels to show that I found any humor in her statement.  I’m 
not just reasonably sure, I’m absolutely positive that any expression of humor on my 
part at that time would have been added to the previous very bad decisions regarding 
her car that I admitted to earlier. 

Finally, the car had come back home.  It may not be possible to appreciate just how lit-
tle had been accomplished on the car over 7 years without seeing photos.   Shortly after 
retrieving the car I discovered Ray Dellumo courtesy of an article in CTCI’s Jan/Feb 
2019 edition of The Early Bird.  I attribute it to providential intervention.  I made con-
tact and he agreed to take a look at our car.  I took it to his shop and thankfully he took 
on the project.  This is where I get to testify that waiting while seeing progress is a 
different animal than waiting without seeing progress. 

I can quip that the car was reborn in a hurricane, actually two hurricanes.  It spent the 
passing of Laura and Delta in Ray’s shop in Lafayette, LA.  That really puts the thunder 
in THUNDERBIRD.  It has been humbling and thrilling for us to have our car and our 
story mentioned in the Bird Thunder newsletter and thanks to our connection with Big D 
Little Birds it has been presented by Guy Cummins for consideration for the 2021 Bay 
Area Thunderbird Owners (BATOC) calendar.  After all this time that’s a pretty good 
start to the next chapter of our story. 
 
I think the key for anyone to really feel what we experienced is seeing the photos of the car 
on the trailer as I was preparing to take it to Ray's shop.  Guy Cummins said after seeing the 
"before" photos ... I have no words.  He followed that with ... How did Ray ever get from 
here to where you are now?               PICTURES 
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Rick Slaton’s photos: 

 

 



November 2020 

 

 Page 12 

 

 

Last month’s newsletter had an article about Country Western singer Alan 
Jackson getting his “First Love” white 1955 Thunderbird back  after many 
years. 

Did you know he visited Amos Minter not long after that?  

Alan showed up in his tour bus with band members. Amos and Alan took a 
test drive in 
Amos’ Torch Red 
1955 to demon-
strate how a   
restored 1955 
should drive and 
handle. 

That red ‘55 has 
been bought and 
sold by Amos 3 
times. No more; 
it is a permanent 
part of their 
family now. 
 

 

 

 

Shortly after Alan’s  
visit, Amos sold Alan a 
Raven Black 1957   
Thunderbird and       
delivered it to Alan’s 
home in Tennessee. 

Amos commented that 
he prefers the 1955 
Thunderbird steering as 
compared to 1956 and 
1957’s. 
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From Justin Minter: Another homecoming for a special T-Bird  

 
I have always been infatuated with Fairlane Thunderbirds.  Ever since my Dad had 

one when I was younger, I always wanted one of my own. 

 Over 20 years ago, I started out with my Little Black Fairlane Bird.  I spent a 
couple of years showing the car at many shows across the country, and she always 
brought the house down everywhere she went.  Being newly married, and with our first 
child on his way, I had to make the decision to sell my Little Black Fairlane Bird.  Fortu-
nately, a year later I was able to buy her back.  Then came a new house, and another kid, 
so the Little Fairlane Bird had to go again. 

 Years past, but I always kept up with the car.  I had a chance to buy the car back, 
but my dad told me about how the car had been mistreated and would need lots of work 
to bring her back to her glory.  
I ended up not buying the car 
back and I lost track of her. 

 Then one day at the shop, 
my father told me of a surprise 
he was working on, but it was 
not a done deal.  I told him; if it 
isn’t a done deal, then don’t 
tease me.  Later that day he 
showed me an email with a pho-
to of my Little Black Fairlane 
Bird.  He told me, I bought that 
back today for you!  I was over-
whelmed with excitement. 

                                 

 Thanks to a good friend 
in the Thunderbird Club, Bill 
Mann, I was able to get her out 
of Northern California, and 
back home to Texas.  Now I 
have restored a few things, im-
proved a few things, but most 
importantly my family and I are 
enjoying the Little Black Fair-
lane Bird again. 

 



November 2020 

 

  Big “D” Little Birds                     

 Chili Cook Off 

                        Rain or Shine 

  

 

  Date:  Saturday, November 14, 2020 

  Where: Doug & Kathy Saffell’s home, 37 Trailridge Dr.  
     Melissa, TX 75454 

  *Note: Use the entrance off of North I-75 service NOT 121.  

   Gate code on I-75 is #1236 

   Cell Phones: K— 214-505-4594, D—214-284-1143  

   Email: saffellk@yahoo.com 

 

   Time:  3:00pm till……………………….. 

   5:00pm chili judging by members attending and dinner 

 

Chili awards will be presented to the best 1st, 2nd and 3rd place 
contestants.  All members attending will be voting on their favorite 
chili.  Steve Knight & George Lang will once again be hot dog 
grillers! 

Get those chili pots ready and bring your favorite chili       
precooked in a crock pot.    

  We only had 3 chili contestants last year.                                    

We are really hoping for more contestants this year!!! 

 

 If you are not bringing chili,  bring your favorite salads, dips, desserts or 
wine.  The club will furnish coffee, hot chocolate, soft drinks, beer, paper  

 goods and utensils.  

 

Kathy would like an RSVP of what you are bringing, so they can 

plan accordingly.  Phone numbers and email are listed above. 

 

Feel free to wear your mask when not eating and social distance as you prefer. 

  

Upcoming Event 
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Big D Little Birds’ 2020 Christmas party 

Christmas Party Reservations form below must be 

received by our Treasurer, Tim Chaput, with your check 

(see prices below) no later than November 29, 2019. 
 

I/We          plan to attend 

the Big D Little Birds’ Christmas party on Saturday, December 14, 2019 at the 

Holiday Inn Dallas/Richardson, located at 1655 North Central Expressway in 

Richardson. Located on the southbound service drive south of Campbell Road. 

 

Please choose your entrée choice(s) in the box provided below. 

 

The meal will include a drink of either Iced Tea, Coffee or Decaf Coffee, Dinner Salad, 

Roasted Rosemary Potatoes, Vegetable Medley, Dinner Rolls and Butter, and Dessert. 

 

 

  Chicken Cordon Bleu: $35.66 

 

 

 

  Salmon:  $36.98 

 

 

 

  Prime Rib:  $38.30 

 

NOTE all prices include: Meal, Sales Tax and Gratuity. 

 

A Full Service Cash Bar will open at 5:00 pm. 
 

Please send Tim Chaput your check for meal(s) and your choice of 

entrée or hand deliver it to him at breakfast. You may note your entrée 

choice(s) on your check if you prefer not to send the form. 

 

 

Tim Chaput 

4457 Cleveland Dr. 

Plano, TX 75093 

Cell: 972-804-2456 

Home: 972-596-1210 

Saturday,Nov.21, 2020. 

Christmas Party Reservations must be received by our Treasurer, 
Tim Chaput, with your check of $31. per person no later than  

November 21, 2020.         
 

I/We _________________________________________ plan to attend 
 the Big D Little Birds’ Christmas party on  

 Sunday, December 6, 2020 from 2:00-5:00 p.m. at  

 Maggiano’s Little Italy, 6001 W. Park Blvd. in Plano, TX.. 

 

MENU (All You Can Eat)   $31 per person 

No choices have to be made. Everything listed below 
is included and will be served family style. 

Appetizers: Crispy Zuchini Fritte 

  Tomato Caprese 

Salad:  Maggiano’s House Salad 

Pasta:  Rigatoni “D”, Chicken, Mushrooms, Marsala 

Entrees: Chicken Parmesan 

  Oven-Roasted Pork Loin, Balsamic Cream Sauce 

Desserts: Profiteroles pastry shells filled with ice cream and hot fudge 

    New York Style Cheese Cake topped with berries & whipped cream 

 

All served with freshly baked Ciabatta Rolls, brewed regular and decaf      
   Coffee, Hot Tea, Iced Tea, and sodas. 

NOTE: Dinner price includes meal, sales tax and gratuity. 

A full cash bar will be available at 2:00 p.m. 

 

Please send Tim Chaput your check for meal(s) or hand deliver it to him at 
breakfast.  Make sure your names are listed on the check or fill in names and 
above and enclose form with your check. 



November 2020 

 

      Page 16 

CTCI Election Results 

 
First off we would like to thank all of the members for voting in the election.  We would also 
like to thank the individual candidates for willingness to serve CTCI. 
 
The CTCI election has concluded, ballots counted, and the results have been tabulated.  The 
motion to affirm the move CTCI Corporation to Wyoming has passed.  John Smith has been 
elected as Director at Large.  Kerry Kravik has been elected (Unopposed) as Director - Region 
2.  Charlie Hensley has been elected as Director - Region 4.  Sue Smith has been elected as 
Director - Region 6.  Please join the entire board in congratulating the new directors. 
 
In closing, we want to recognize and thank all of the out-going board members for the service 
and involvement in the leadership of CTCI. 
 
CTCI Board of Directors 
Bob Witt, President 

 

 

Tech surprise  
 

 

 

 

By Scott McGilvray 

When I took the suspension apart on my current project I found that someone 
had installed monster springs in the front. The picture shows the take out 
springs with stock springs behind 
them. Coil springs are identified by 
their “wire diameter” which is the di-
ameter of the material used to make 
the spring. The wire diameter of stock 
T-Bird springs is 5/8”; the ones I took 
out are 11/16”. That doesn’t sound 
like much but in coil springs it is. The 
big springs were probably cut down 
to make the “ride height” correct. The 
“free length” of a stock spring is 15” 
and the ones I took out were 14”. The 
car was not drivable when I bought it, 
so I don’t know how it rode but I ex-
pect it was harsh. 
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12 Steps to Restoration 
Editor’s Note:  Several newsletters around the country have run this article.             
I figured it was our time to share it, since it has some very good information. 

 
The traditional wisdom is always to buy the best car in the best condition 
that you can afford. That’s fine advice, if you have the money to do that. 
However, many folks don’t, and so the only way to have a chance at buy-
ing the cars you crave is to purchase them in need of work. It’s better to 
jump in and buy something needy that you can afford, even if it’s a long-
dead car, than sit there on the sidelines watching prices go up and up until 
even #3 and #4 condition cars are unaffordable. Plus, even if you put an 
amount of money into the car that, over several years, approaches or ex-
ceeds what you’d pay for one in better condition (that awful term 
“underwater”), buying a needy car and sorting it out over a period of time 
by putting your own sweat equity into it is still useful as a form of self-
financing. Mechanically sorting out a dead car as a pyramid of finely grad-
ed stages. Each one requires the success of the one below it. Some of sort-
ing projects can be achieved in a day; others have seasons or years. 

 
The 12 steps are continued onto the next pages. 
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12 Steps to Restoration continued 

1. Engine starts: This requires a freely turning engine, compression, 
 clean oil and fuel, fresh filters, functional fuel and ignition systems,     
 ignition timing that’s close enough for government work, a charged    
 battery, and a functional starter. When it starts, you immediately check 
 for large fuel and coolant leaks, then shut it off. If you buy a car whose 
 engine you already know is seized or catastrophically damaged, seeing 
 it rebuilt or replaced and reinstalled and running is obviously a huge 
 step. Other cars may sit for a decade or longer and, with a careful re
 start, the engine may revive just fine. In either case, while few things 
 are as satisfying as that first engine start of a long-dead car, it’s only the 
 beginning. 

2. Engine runs and idles for minutes: This is where you look for  small      
 fuel and coolant leaks, verify that any oil leaks aren’t dumping onto the 
 exhaust manifold where they can catch fire, and check for sweet-
 smelling exhaust indicative of a cracked head.  
3. Engine idles indefinitely without overheating: This requires all par ts of 
 the cooling system—radiator, water pump, thermostat, and hoses—to be 
 fully functional. You want to find this out before you venture forth        
 anywhere. 
4. Car moves two feet under its own power: This is a larger milestone 
 than you’d think, as it requires that the brakes aren’t seized, and the 
 clutch hydraulics are functional.  
5. Car can be driven back and forth 20 feet: To do this, the shift linkage 
 and transmission need to be basically functional, and the brakes must be 
 able to slow and stop the car, even if, for this test, it’s just the         
 handbrake.  
6. Car can be driven slowly and carefully around the block: This mile
 stone feels like cause for breaking the champagne bottle over the   
 bumper, but essentially you’re just testing all the times above that I used 
 the word “functional,” and frantically writing things down in a notepad 
 while you’re doing it, as you learn surprising things on that first ’round-
 the-block excursion. Once there was actual airflow through the ventila-
 tion system, the smell of  rodent urine was overpowering. Hagerty.  Let's 
 drive together. © 
7. Car can be driven safely on short mid-speed trips on public roads: 
 This is a huge milestone.      ( #7 continued on the next page) 
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7. It requires that many of the “functionality” checkboxes above get kicked up to 
 “performance.” That is, the brakes must not only function, but perform well 
 enough to stop the car quickly if the car in front of you stops short or if a kid runs 
 out in traffic. In addition, front  end components can’t be so worn that they’re 
 dangerous; drivetrain components—like rubber flex discs (also called giubos;       
 yes, that’s the correct spelling), center support bearing, and universal joints—can’t 
 be knocking; the car must not be weeping any brake fluid; and all safety systems, 
 such as seat belts and brake lights, must work.  
8. Car can be driven on the highway at traffic speed: Once the car seems to run 
 well around town, you’ll be itching to take it onto the highway and let it stretch its 
 legs, but you’ll need decent tires, wheels that aren’t badly bent, wheels and tires 
 that are balanced, and a front end without any discernible play. If all of these 
 things aren’t up to snuff, you’ll find out right quick. This is also your first chance 
 to give the car a good solid booting to check for any stumble on acceleration. 
 Once up to speed, you test for hesitation at even throttle, which is even more       
 annoying. Due to the length of time that the car is running, this is also where you 
 verify that the temperature gauge goes to the middle and stays there, rather than 
 continuing in an alarming journey toward the red.  
9. Car can pass state inspection: Obviously this var ies by state, but in my home 
 state of Massachusetts, all lights and wipers need to work, the handbrake must be 
 able to stall the car, and there can’t be any holes in the exhaust or cracks in the 
 windshield. For a 1996-or-later car with OBDII it’s tougher, as the check engine   
 light can’t be lit. Car can be used and driven like a normal car This one is very sub
 jective, but it’s a threshold that many of us are aware of when the car crosses it. To 
 me it often means that the charging system is tested and functional (note how that 
 was missing above, as you can drive a low-tech vintage car quite a distance just 
 running off the charge in the battery), and that all gauges on the dashboard work 
 so you don’t run it out of gas like an idiot.  
10. Car is comfortable: To me, this means that the shocks and spr ings work well 
 enough that you don’t have an ox-cart-like ride, the heat works in cold weather, 
 there aren’t any strong odors of gas or rodent, and the seats aren’t so worn that 
 your butt is sagging or being jabbed by springs.”  
11. Car can be driven on long multi-day trips: Folks often say that if a car can dr ive 
 10 miles on the highway, you can just keep going and make it a thousand. While 
 there’s some truth to that, the way I think of it is this: Cars are not biological sys-
 tems. They don’t heal themselves. If there are known problems prior to a long 
 road trip, they’re going to get worse, not better, so you should fix them. In particu-
 lar, the cooling system must perform better than new in case you’re caught in traf-
 fic on a hot day, the tires must be good to excellent, there shouldn’t be ominous 
 rumbling or whining from the transmission, differential, wheel bearings, CV 
 joints, or idler pulleys, and you should’ve verified that none of the fuel lines or 
 coolant hoses are cracked, rock-hard, or pillowy-soft.   
12. Car is a joy to drive: Ah. The holy grail you may never reach.  
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NEEDS 
 Wanted: ‘57 nine inch third member ratio 3/10 to 1  Contact Scott McGilvray 

 or close.       214-341-3597 

 

 Need a 3-speed Manual Transmission for ‘57 T-Bird. Contact Neil Swartz 

     Either in good condition or at least rebuildable.  310-291-4834  

 

HAVES 

 

 
 57 Texas Plates For Sale—$85.00 set   Contact John Schnabel 

        bronze_bird@yahoo.com 

 

 ‘Original generator mount— FREE   Contact Bob Soltysik 

        soltysik@live.com or 972-562-4794 

 

 

 1957 Ford Thunderbird Shop Manual   Contact  Les Gray 

 Still in plastic shipping bag -  $25.00     boxcars@ont.com or 214-8084318 

 

 

 

 Set of ‘55-’56 Ford 15 inch Wheels   $250  Contact John or Karen Dendy 

 1961 Hawthorne Tandem Bicycle for two         972-258-0190 or 214-662-2035 (KD Cell) 

     Original—still has the factory tires   $875  dendy.prestonpub@verizon.net 

 

  

 

 5 Wire wheel covers, 5 small hubcaps with white 

      Centers, and 40 clips with rubber bumpers $580.00 

 4 Ford factory 15” wheels—painted beautiful            Contact Von Irwin  

      Fiesta Red  $200.00     214-507-0203 
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HAVES 
 

 

 

 All for 1957 T– Bird    MAKE OFFER!!!    Contact Adam Nieto 

 Inside door tirm, rear tail lights   915-422-1746  

 Hood hinges, door latch, gas cap 

 Dash light bulbs, 2 1/4” high pressure hose, trim Glove Box 

 Model cars available from Adam Nieto also.          MAKE OFFER OR ANY OR ALL!! 

 ‘57 Gold T-Bird    BMW 28 –Gray    

 ‘57 White T-Bird    Lexus SC 430—Red   

 ‘57 Red T-Bird     ‘37 Ford Convertible—Green  

 ‘57 Pink T-Bird    ‘69 Ford Torino Tallad  

 ‘55 Peacock T-Bird    ‘02  T-Bird Special Edition 

 ‘48 Chevy Woodie    ‘55 Mercedes 300—Black 

 ‘32 Roadster    ‘ 98 Jaquar 4/D BLK 

 ‘2000 Mustang SVT Cobra Red  ‘98 Corvette Convertible—Red 

 

 

  4 Tail light bezels for a 1958-59 Squarebird,          

       Good condition. Set of 4 for    $25.00         Contact Neil Swartz         

  5 blade fan, measures 18” diameter. 4 Bolt   cuul59@gmail.com 

      Pattern—fits most T-Birds. Good condition        $25.00 Frisco, Texas 

 Trunk lid hinge with spring for Square Birds.    310-291-4834 

     Needs to be cleaned of surface rust & painted. FREE! 

 

 

           Contact Bob Soltysik 

 2 barrel manifold for 1957 T-bird or other Y-block            soltysik@live.com              

 Holley 2300 2 barrel carburetor that fits it.  MAKE OFFER!           972-562-4794    

 

 

 4 used 14” OEM steel Wheels for sale. Good condition.  Contact Neil Swartz 

      Make offer.        310-291-4834 
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Bird Thunder T-Bird Marketplace 
Big D Little Bird Member:  Non-business related ads are free and will run for 6 months only unless editor has been noticied.  Business related ad is $1.00 
per issue or $12.00 per year for a business card size ad.  1/4 page is $24.00 per year and 1/2 page ad is $50.00 per year. 

Non-Club Member: Business card ad is $3.00 per  issue or  $36.00 per  year . 1/4 page ad is $75.00 per  year  and 1/2 page ad is $150.00 per  year . 

FYI !   J. R. Morris will give a discount to 
all Big D Little Birds members on any tire 

for any vehicle.  Call him for a quote! 
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2020 Calendar of Events   

NOTES: Calendar changes and additions will be updated each month.    

      Swap Meets will be listed on the last page of the newsletter. 

         Donations to the NTFB will be accepted all year at any event or breakfasts,         
         not just in December. 

 

December 
 

5th Business Meeting 
 @ Southern  Recipe 
 Grill 

 

 

6th  Club  Christmas Lunch        
@  Maggiano’s 2—5 p.m. 

 

 

November 

 

7th Business Meeting   
 @ Southern Recipe 
 Grill 

 

 

14th Chili Cook Off  

 @ Saffell’s home 
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Karen Dendy, Bird Thunder Editor 

Big “D” Little Birds 

3703 Partridge Lane 

Irving, Texas 75062-3008 

 

2020 SWAP MEET SCHEDULE 

 

November 20-22  Good Guys SW Nationals Show and Swap Meet 

    Scottsdale, Arizona 

 

December 12-13  Central Texas Swap Meet 

   Bell County Expo Center 

 

 

Join Big “D” members every Saturday morning for breakfast who gather at 8:00 a.m. or after 
at the Southern Recipes Grill in Plano located  at 621 W. Plano Pkwy. #229 in Plano on the 
southern edge of  Collin Creek Mall. Big “D” Little Birds on the Web  at www.BigDClub.org. 
Breakfast orders are not taken until 9:00 a.m. Business meetings are the 1st Saturday of each 
month at 8:30 a.m. 

CTCI  Membership Test Drive 

CTCI has rolled out a new promotion that will run for the rest of 2020. Interested    
parties can take CTCI membership for a “Test Drive” and sign up as a member for the 
rest of the year absolutely free.  They will get a new member welcome packet, the Nov.-
Dec. issue of Early Bird, the works.  Here is a great opportunity for chapter members 
who are not CTCI members to “Test Drive” the CTCI member experience.  The link to 
sign up is:  http://stcitestdrive.com/.  From Brian Carron, Region 5 Director 


