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The BirdWatcher
Rose City Thunderbirds, Portland, Oregon

CTCI Chapter 51
Oregon’s Premier Classic Thunderbird Club 

Newsletter 

Club Purpose
Section 1. The purpose of the organization shall be to serve as a medium of exchange of ideas, information and 
parts for admirers of the two passenger Ford Thunderbird and to aid them in their efforts to restore and preserve 
the car in its original condition.

Section 2. To unite in a central organization all owners of the Ford Thunderbird who are interested in restoring 
and maintaining the automobile in a manner to attract prestige and respect within the  community. It shall 
further be the purpose of this club to help those owners become better acquainted, encourage and maintain 
among its members the spirit of good fellowship and fair play through sponsored activities involving family 
participation and the enjoyment of the two passenger Ford Thunderbird. 

Section 3. To promote driving safety.

Contact the Editor: Becky Jensen at brbejensrctc@gmail.com
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 Key	Members	2020

President	
Roger	Kelley	
360-896-5096	

rogerandruthkelley@comcast.net	

Vice-President 
John	Calkin	
503-524-4502	

jcatxtwo@aol.com		

 Secretary 
 Martha Brunelle

503-771-4295	
mbrunelle1957@gmail.com	

Treasurer 
Shelley Roberts
503-459-8021	

shelleyoswego@gmail.com

CTCI Rep
John Sailors

503-648-7250	
jsailors@fronHer.com

Past-President
Membership

Jim Sweet
503-650-6195	

jimls38421@gmail.com	

Editor
Becky Jensen
360–281-7427

brbejensrctc@gmail.com

Calling  Committee 
 Betti Mathews       360-521-1310	
Marcena Monroe    	503-694-8265	
Diane Clark        				503-631-8582	
Martha Brunelle   			503-771-4295	
Sheri Soukup            503-936-4208	

Hospitality & Historian 
Diane Clark             503-631-8582	

Web Page
John Sailors   503-648-7250	
www.rosecitythunderbirds.org	

	 	  

Al Hillier
971-206-7260	

alanhillier@comcast.net	
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August President’s Letter 

Hi folks. Well here we are into late summer and still caught up in 
COVID 19 restrictions. I am sorry to say that we have to cancel 
our planned August event. After exploring numerous possibilities 
your executive could not come up with anything that would be 
suitable for all members. In fact the diminished number of 
attendees at the events we previously were able to schedule 
factored into this decision. I am still hopeful that we will be able 
to carry on planning for the rest of the year. However if there are 
no positive changes in the next month or so we may just have to 
close down for the year. I sincerely hope that will not be the case. 

I have been trying to keep up with recent events related to CTCI. 
Those of you who are CTCI members may have gotten a 
broadcast message asking you to respond to a survey. I suggest 
you review that survey and provide input. Given all that has gone 
down since last year it would seem we have gotten the Boards 
attention and will be able to make changes from within. 

Thanks to Mike and Nancy Hinsch for hosting the July bring your 
own picnic  
 lunch at their lovely home. We were joined by some of the folks 
from VTCI and enjoyed interacting with them. After lunch the 
hosts provided ice cream drumsticks for dessert. One person 
requested wings and was almost left out. 

Until next time, 
Keep the faith, wash your hands and, 
Keep your motor running… 

Roger Kelley
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No August Event 

 I have the dubious honor of informing you and the RCTC members that Roger 
and John have decided to cancel the August 15th  Event in respect of the pandemic 
safety request and a small pole of members  that we will error on the side of caution .  
 Thanks to Cheryl Hartley, Mike and Nancy Hinsch, John and Judy Calkin for 
stepping forward to host the August event .  

Thanks for your patience , maybe next month. 
  
John
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We are collecting pictures with a national or international theme for the 2021 calendar.  Final selections will be in 
September or October.  We will notify you shortly thereafter with the photo we selected along with the caption we would 
use.    
Please forward this email to your members.  We would love them to provide: 
•                     Info about yourself:  Anything (or nothing) you care to share.  work, life, interests, etc 
•                     Info about the car:  Any info you have and want to share would be appreciated, such as where it was 

originally purchased, how long you've owned it, where you found it, etc..   
•                     Info about the photo:  Where was it shot, when was it shot (time of year) and any non-personal information 

about the photo background, i.e. "In front of the  botanical garden in St Louis" in the fall. 
•       And, what if any clubs you belong to. 

We will want to include something like "1955 owned by John and Sue Smith of St Louis, Mo"  If it adds interest to the 
photo We may include some or all of the information you provide as a caption.  That might be something like "The Smiths 
are the third owner of the car,  It was originally purchased from a dealer in Dallas, Tx by their neighbors grandfather. The 
photo was taken in front of the St Louis Botanical gardens in the fall if 2019".  You get the idea.  We will ask your approval 
of the final caption. 
Send entries to Guy@guycummins.com 
Go to https://www.batoc.org/enterphoto for more information. 
Stay safe and healthy. 
  
Thanks and regards,  
Guy Cummins 
Bay Area Thunderbird Owners Club

mailto:Guy@guycummins.com
https://www.batoc.org/enterphoto
mailto:Guy@guycummins.com
https://www.batoc.org/enterphoto


 VOLUME 49, ISSUE   8                                                                                              AUGUST      2020

 

BirdWatcher Yellow Page  
 
       

If there are members willing to work on Birds, please let our editor know what types of repairs you are 
comfortable doing and what your hourly rate would be.

If you have had good luck with a repair shop, let our editor know the name of the shop, type of work they 
did for you and any comments.

 
Our club member, Mike Ransom, has come across some web sites or Facebook pages that he has found 
very helpful and has sent them in.

ThunderbirdForum.com  

Thunderbird-Baby Birds 55 56 57  is a private group on Facebook

Ford Y-Block is a public group on Facebook

55 56 57 Ford Thunderbird Little Early or Baby Birds 1955 1956 1957 is a private Facebook group

http://ThunderbirdForum.com
http://ThunderbirdForum.com
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Member Updates 

Thank you to everyone who sent cards, called, and for the expressions of concern during my 
recent hospitalization.  It was very comforting to know so many people care.  I also wish to 
thank Betti Mathews and Marcene Monroe for taking over the phone committee.  Thanks 
also to Georgia Hockett for joining the phone group to help all the phone calls.  Thanks to 
Roger and Ruth Kelling for mailing the Birdwatcher while I was not available.  It helps to 
have someone step in to do all these tasks.  Needless to say I'm back home and working on 
getting back to "normal" whatever that is.  On another note, our son, Greg, had his transplant 
on July 16th and is back home and doing well.  Thanks to all. 
Donna Wagnild 

Helen Bartlett passed Thursday July 9th. She was 85 as of May 2020. Ron 
should be home by now. His family was getting the house ready for his return. 
As soon as I have an update I will let everyone know. 

Rick Virnig was in the hospital July 7th and is home recouping  . He and 
Kathy are still in New Mexico due to Covid making travel difficult. 

Oleta Sailors had shoulder surgery July 9th. She is at home doing very well.
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History Highlights 

Dept of Totally Useless But Interesting Information 

6-3-1911 Ellen (Hansen) Corby aka Grandma Esther Walton was born in Racine, WI 

6-10-1918 Herbert "Barry" Morse was born in London. He played Lt. Gerard on "The Fugitive." 

6-17-1965 Kami Ann Cotler was born in Long Beach, CA.  aka Elizabeth Walton  

6-22-1928 Ralph Waite aka John Walton was born in White Plains, NY. He was a Presbyterian minister. 

6-28-1926 Mel Brooks was born in Brooklyn, NY He was an actor, comedian, filmmaker, composer &  

                  songwriter. One of very few who have won an Emmy, Grammy, Oscar & Tony. 

6-4-1896 Henry Ford made a successful test run of his horseless carriage, called a "quadricycle" 

6-11-1776 The Continental Congress formed a committee to draft a Declaration of Independence from Britain. 

6-17-1963 The Supreme Court struck down rules requiring the recitation of the Lord's Prayer or reading of  

                  Biblical verses in public schools. 

6-24-1974 In Troy OH, a pack of Juicy Fruit gum became the 1st item ever sold by being scanned using the  

                 12 bar UPC, the bar code was invented in 1949 by Norman J. Woodland & Bernard Silver. 

6-30-1953 Production Corvettes begin rolling off the assembly line. By year's end 183 of the 300 built had  

                  been sold. 

In January, 1955, Ford Motor Company became the first auto company to publish results of its research and de-

velopment work on gas turbine, or “jet,” engines for automotive use. Ford shared with Society of Automotive 

Engineers members the results of three years of research on turbines, compressors, burners, regenerators and 

other components. Ford researchers believed that optimizing those components was the key to adapting the gas 

turbine for automotive use. But the turbine’s high operating speed and temperature would ultimately prove insur-

mountable. In 1970, after 18 years of research and development, Ford began to build and sell turbine engines for 

heavy truck, bus, marine and industrial use. But supplier and technical issues closed the Ford turbine venture in 

1973. While automotive use of turbines remains prohibitively expensive, Ford research on materials—especially 

ceramics and high-temperature coatings—has been very helpful in controlling emissions.  

This article was borrowed from the June Star City 
newsletter The Classic T-Birder
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August 15th    No Event 

  

September 20th Jordon Chicken Dinner cruise-in  
    and fly-in in Scio, Oregon. 
   Dave Van Winkle is checking this 
out. 

October  3rd Fall Colors Tour and World   
   Oldest Continuous Coffee   
   Roaster. 
   Host Frank & Anna Purner 

November 14th Covered Wagon Center in Oregon  
   City  Jim Sweet checking on this 

December 5th Christmas Party  
   Golden Valley ? 
   Shelley Roberts and Betti Mathews  
    checking into this 

 

  Birthdays 
    
  John Ferland   Aug 6 
   Judy Calkin   Aug 7 
   Becky Jensen   Aug 9 
   Sharon Lawson  Aug 18 
   Amy Ernst   Aug 24 
   Richard Stubblefield  Aug 24 
   Bruce Jensen  Aug 28 
   Jane Carlson   Aug 31 
   Wayne Newell  Aug 31 
   Jim Sweet   Aug 31 

  
               

 Anniversaries 
     Todd & Amy Ernst Aug 3 

      Jesse & Jeanne Exton  Aug 11 
      Jeff & Jeannie Gretz Aug 13 
      Zane & Diane Clark Aug 18 
      Mike & Darcie Smith Aug 20 
      Jason & Christine Mickel Aug 24 
      Doug & Mary Johnson Aug 26 
      Richard & Micheline Stubblefield 
     Aug 30 

Page 
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   Classified Ads

Relays rebuilt with modern 
components. OD, ’56 & ’57,  
Window Safety and ’57 Easy-Entry 
relays (all on engine Firewall) $50. 
Window and Seat $65.  

Page  

Two 1956 T-Bird front brake 
assemblies are available. 

Recently converted our 1956 T-Bird 
to front disc brakes .  

Brake assemblies are in good, usable 
condition.  
Price is open. 
Assemblies are in Netarts OR.

Jeff Zybura
503-812-2963  

Bendix 305826-R
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Rose City Thunderbird Club 
13012 NW 39th Ave. 
Vancouver, WA 98685 
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