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From the President /1st VP standing in 

 

 Reminder, President Chuck Seibert and Nancy are still away. 

1st Vice President Scott McGilvray is filling in.  

 Finding something positive about the pandemic is difficult but 

have you noticed the lighter traffic on the roads? No school zone 

slow downs.  

 Fewer accidents causing bottlenecks. Buying less fuel at cheaper prices. These are things to 

enjoy for the short term but all of us would like for things to get back to normal. 

  Is it just me or there no more speed traps set up lately? Iôve been trying to figure out why 

that is. Could be the police are trying to avoid interaction with random drivers in an effort to not 

spread the virus. Might be that they are short on personnel. I am torn between wearing my mask 

and driving under the speed limit, maybe one on odd days and the other on even. 

 Recently I have been made aware of two worthy restoration projects. If you have harbored a 

desire to do a restoration one of these may be for you. After all restoration work is pretty simple 

and straight forward: take it apart, clean and paint the parts and put it back together.  

Both of the available cars are red 55ôs with red and white interiors. 

Both are solid cars and complete. One has been disassembled (so half 

the work is done) the other is a barn find. Both cars are in or near the 

metroplex. If you have interest in either of these I can lead you in the 

right direction. Pricing has not been discussed with either party but 

both are aware of the current market. 

       Stay safe, Scott 
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Big òDó Club Officers & Business Meeting Minutes 

We are also blessed that Karen Dendy will be continuing in 
her job of newsletter editor.  She won a CTCI gold medal 
again this year for her outstanding work with the club 
ñlifelineò.  Of special note is Scott McGilvry who has agreed 
to serve in an unofficial position as special adviser to the of-
ficers.  He has done this for me in the past and his institutional 
knowledge goes a long way in preventing previous mistakes 

  Big ôDõ Little Birds  

 2020 Club Officers  
President ñ Chuck Siebert 

    9800 Dogwood Street 

    Frisco, Texas 75033 

    Phone: 214-284-6477 

    Email:  mr-siebert@sbcglobal.net 

1st Vice Presñ Scott McGilvray 

    9139 Dunmore Drive 

    Dallas, Texas 75231 

    Phone: 214-341-3597 

    Email: scottmcgilvray@sbcglobal.net 

2nd Vice Presñ  Charlie Difiglia 

     7711 Windomere Drive 

     Wylie, Texas 75098 

     Phone:  972-442-0338 

     Email:  chrlsdif@aol.com 

Secretaryñ  Karen Dendy 

    3703 Partridge Lane 

    Irving, Texas 75062 

    Phone: 214-662-2035 

    Email: dendy.prestonpub@verizon.net  

Treasurer ñ Tim Chaput  

     4457 Cleveland Drive 

     Plano, Texas 75093 

     Phone:  972-596-1210 

     Email:  chaptj2@verizon.net 

  Bird Thunder Editor ð Karen Dendy  

     3703 Partridge Ln 

     Irving, TX 75062-3008 

     Phone: 972-258-0190 

     Cell Phone: 214-662-2035   

     Email: dendy.prestonpub@verizon.net 

         Website Manager           Sunshine Lady 

     Mike Bracey     Elaine Difiglia 

 Phone: 972-279-2484   Phone: 214-403-6437 

 Email: mikebracey@att.net  Email: chrlsdif@aol.com 
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1112 Springbrook Circle 

  Plano, TX 75075 

  Phone:  972-424-0311 

  Cell Phone:  972-989-3833 

CTCI Advisory Repñ Robert Goodwin 

Business Meeting Minutes 

August 1, 2020 
 

 Vice President Scott called the meeting to order, in 
the absence of President Chuck,  at 8:30 a.m. in the      
Southern Recipe Restaurant. There were 14 members in   
attendance.  

 Treasurer Tim gave the Financial report. Money was 
refunded to all of the Yellow Rose participants. At this time, 
our membership is 217. 

 Scott reported that he has been in contact with the 
Chair of the International Convention that was postponed 
until April 2021. The host club is beginning preparation 
meetings in September. 

 Scott also mentioned Yellow Rose Car Show           
cancellation, and all the work that Marian Herbst put in, so 
we all thank Marian for her efforts. 

 The CTCI survey via email has gone out to all  CTCI     
members. Please take time to fill in your thoughts; it doesnõt 
take long to take the survey. 

 Scott mentioned that not much is still going on event 
wise. Les Gray  filled everyone in that the BBB at he and 
Maxineõs home in October  has been cancelled due to COVID 
safety, and so many of our members being in the  òat risk 
age group.ó  Scott reminded all of the November Chili Cook 
Off in November at the Saffellõs home and the December 
Christmas Dinner. 

 Tim also reminded all about the NTFB donation can 
was available at the meeting today. 

 Meeting adjourned at 8:40 a.m. 

 
    Respectfully submitted by, 
    Karen Dendy, Secretary 
 

 

mailto:mr-siebert@sbcglobal.net
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1909 Sears 

   Franklin 

 

Member News 

 

  

    

   Jim and Joan Hanes  1st 

 

   Jim and Donna Stockton  1st 

 

   Robert and Delores Winston 11th 

 

   Robert and Peggy Goodwin 15th 

 

   Bob and Linda Soltysik  17th 

 

   Jerry and Trisha Gray  20th 

 

   Gerard and Dorothy Rickey 21st 

 

   Kevin and Debbie Parker  23rd 

 

   Mo and Susan Hasson  25th 

 

 

 

Happy 
August  

Anniversaries  
                                             

 
Karen McCartney             1st 

Perry Higdon    3rd 

Barbara Ohlman   4th 

Joanne McQuade   7th 

Laura Nuckels   7th 

Peggy Goodwin   9th 

Karen Dendy    10th 

Johanna Hoiseth   13th 

John Shriver    14th 

Susan Vignaroli   14th 

Deryl Dalby     16th 

Allan Hastings   17th 

Amy Minter    18th 

Andy Broiles    19th 

Bob Johnston    21st 

Justin Minter    22nd 

Ross Walker    25th 

Amos Minter    27th 

Robert Goodwin   30th 

        Happy   
      August  
    Birthdays 

      Day 
Day 
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New Member Spotlight 

2018 

  

   

 

 

Jim and Donna  
Stockton 

          

 

 

 My name is Jim Stockton and my wife Donna 

are pictured with our youngest son, Scott and 

Grandson Aidan. 

 Donna and I met at a friend's party in 1961, 

and we married Aug. 1, 1964.  We will soon cele-

brate 56 years of wonderful marriage. We have 

two great sons, Alan is 55, and Scott is 49. We 

have 4 beautiful grandchildren, one boy and three girls. 

 We have lived in the Stonebriar community in Frisco for the last 

30 years.  I owned an A/C company for 25 years until I retired in 2007. 

Donna, a stay at home mom, deserves all the credit for raising our two 

fine boys. 

 Before Donna's health declined our hobbies included travel, bass 

fishing, and snow skiing. 

 After my freshman year at Georgia Tech, my mom gave me her 

1955 Raven Black Thunderbird.  This was my daily driver for approxi-

mately seven years.  I do not own a T-Bird today, but I am currently 

searching for one identical to what I drove many years ago. 
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Big D member, Pei Irwin, wife of John and daughter-in-law of Von and Sandra, received 
a well deserved recognition from UT Southwestern Medical Center where Pei is             

Operations Manager for Molecular Diagnostic and Support Services. 

 

Pei recently received a letter from John Warner, M.D.,                      
Executive Vice President for Health System Affairs at UT Southwest-
ern Medical Center, thanking her for the commitment and compassion 
she brings to work each day.    

 

Out of the thousands of employees working at UT Southwestern,        
42 were chosen to be featured on light-pole banners along Inwood Road, 
between Forest Park Road  and Southwestern Medical Avenue.  

Pei was honored with being one of the 42. Dr. Warner said,          
ò I know our community feels the same comfort I do seeing the faces of 
42 UT Southwestern employees, including you, who are working so hard 
to protect all of us during one of the most defining moments in our his-
tory. It is because of people like you that our patients and their families 
can confidently place their trust in us.  Thank you for your driving ex-
cellence today and always.ó 

We in the Big D Little Birds also thank Pei for her dedication in the 
healthcare industry, most especially during COVID-19.  Best wishes on 
your well deserved honor, and continue your fine work. Letõs all drive by 
and see Peiõs and othersõ banners. 

We wish Fast Recoveries to the following: 

Steve LoBue had back surgery on July 13th. Steveõs wife, Karen 
reports that he is still weak, but is recovering in a rehab center in 
Fort Worth, which Steve is not happy about and wants to come home. 

John Schnabel had a hip replacement on July 16th on the same hip 
he had done in 2019! There was a broken screw ( the only one  they 
put in that held the cup), so the cup was knocking around. The cup and 
ball were replaced and three screws inserted this time. Johnõs sister 
from St. Louis is here helping out, while John says, òFor now I will 
keep scooting around with the walker.ó 

     WELCOME BACK TO RETURNING MEMBERS ROB AND SALLY WYTHE!!! 

News from Rob: òWe have had a busy couple of years. Daughter Emma is now 5, and has a 
baby sister, Julia, who is 18 months. We also were restoring, almost frame up, an 1882 
home in historic McKinney.  And lastly, I left my head portrait photographers position at 
Giddings after 17 years to start my own business.   It has been a slow process with 
COVID, but all is well.  I havenõt been able to drive the T-Bird much with 2 little ones, 
and my job having been in downtown Dallas. But we are having it tuned up now, and with 
me starting my business more locally, Iõm hoping to drive it around more.  I hope to see 
everyone at breakfast soon, now that I donõt have to work every Saturday. 
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Member News Updates 

 

 

 

  From Kevin Hyatt on his T-Bird restoration: 

òIõm  

not  

cruising 
yet,  

But  

Iõm  

getting  

   close!ó 

From Tim Nester 
òFinally got my ô56 out after Don Hyde rebuilt my steering box and new rear main seal for 
the engine. No more leaks on engine, and steering is 100% better!  Need to take the top 
off! 

Bedford Sonic Classic Car Night July 21st 
Allan & Valerie Hastings, John, Karen & Preston 
Dendy shown with Marian Herbstõs Peacock Blue T-
Bird  in the background. 
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CTCI News from Region 5 Director 

Greetings CTCI Region 5 Leaders 

 

This is the second of several status update messages youôll receive from me over the next two 
years. They are designed to keep you informed about just some of the actions the Board is 
working on to improve our CTCI Club.  But first, since the beginning of 2020 much has been 
written about your CTCi Board.  I wonôt dwell on those comments or get mired in a political de-
bate or repeat what has been sent out to members on constant contract and placed on the 
CTCI website. Instead I want to use this opportunity to focus on the positive steps your CTCI 
Board is making to move CTCI forward.  I only hope that you will share the following with all of 
your Club members so they receive a balanced perspective about their International Club and 
see that we are not in disarray. 

 

Your CTCI Board continues to conduct business via ZOOM complying with our management 
responsibilities outlined in the approved Operating Policies and Procedures (OP&P) and By-
laws.  We just held our monthly meeting, July 10

th
.   

 

Iôll highlight several items we have working on and discussed this month: 

 

a. OP&P and ByLaws update.  Over the past month, the Board appointed a committee to re-
view and update Club Bylaws necessitated by a concern over the definition of CTCI member-
ship. As a result, we re-instated the affected Region 3 Director and we completed a ñsoup-to-
nutsò review of our governing documents. A lot of time was spent on the definition of Member 
and the Board unanimously approved a more inclusive definition.  This new definition and oth-
er ByLaw changes will be put to a membership vote later this year.  

 

b.  Financial Report. An updated financial statement was just been sent out on constant con-
tact. As you can see, weôre on the 
positive side of the ledger.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

c.  Investment Committee. The Board of Directors has the fiduciary responsibility to protect all 
assets of CTCI. Responsibility includes, ensuring that all monetary assets are held in secure 
investments and/or government-insured banking institutions.  Previously, we approved Mr. Bill 
Phelps of the Big D Little Bird Club.  We also received additional nominations and approved 
two more members on this committee: Galyon Abood of the Nebraskaland Club and Mr. 
James Cook of the Arizona Club.  In addition, two additional members Jim McLaughlin,     
Houston and Lynn Williams Long Beach, CA will serve on sub-committees by investment    
specialties.  
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CTCI News from Region 5 Director cont... 

 

d. CTCI Non-Profit incorporation Status.  The Board is recommending that we move our 
incorporation status from California to a more business friendly State (Wyoming).  In the latest 
Early Bird Magazine you will see, on page 10, why the Board has recommended we incorpo-
rate in another State.  Members will be able to vote on this resolution in October 2020.  

 

e.  Website Updates: Since we implemented a new CTCI Website, there have been some 
frustrating issues with the website.  Most of the issues are not uncommon with the design and 
implementation of new software.  So to ensure that the problems you identify are addressed 
and fixed in a more timely, proactive fashion, the Board will now be receiving monthly status 
updates on problems and fixes from our management partner, Attache Intl., LLC.   

 

f.  Technical Articles and Early Bird Issues.  Since Fall 2019 the newly appointed CTCI Tech 
Editor for ô55ôs, Roger Fuller, has been digitally scanning tech articles he wanted to have read-
ily available for reference and answering questions he might receive.  In addition, he has digi-
tally scanned all of the Early Bird Magazines dating from 1963 to the current 2020 issues. His 
digitizing work weôll be able to help keep CTCI relevant and bring access to information about 
Thunderbirds and CTCI into the 21

st
 Century.  Eventually weôll link tech articles with the Early 

Bird magazines through the website and members will have the ability to reference/cross-
reference tech articles with Early Bird magazines.  This is an exciting effort and many thanks 
to Roger Fuller. 

 

g. Upcoming CTCI Election and ByLaw Changes - A reminder about the CTCI Elections.  
The Sep-Oct issue of the Early Bird will be mailed by September 1

st
 and will include a notifica-

tion that all members, who have provided CTCI with a valid email address by September 20th 
will be emailed an electronic ballot on September 21

st
.  If requested by a member in good 

standing, a Paper Ballot will be mailed to their address of record.  To receive a Paper Ballot, a 
member must first call the CTCI Office and request a Paper Ballot by September 15th.  Paper 
Ballots must be returned to the CTCI Office No Later Than October 15

th
. Electronic ballots 

must be voted by October 15th.  Electronic votes will be stored by electronic voting software 
provided by an independent election software company.  The Paper Ballot and the electronic 
vote count will not be requested until the first business day after October 15th and will be pro-
vided to the President.  The President will notify the Board of Directors, the candidates and the 
Early Bird Editor.  The Editor will publish the results in the Nov-Dec issue. 

 

h.  CTCI Member Survey.  We are working on a member survey to get your ideas, thoughts 
about moving CTCI into the future.  Please be on the look out for this survey that will be sent 
out soon.   

 

Stay safe and stay well. 

Brian Carron,  

Director, CTCI Region 5 

210-497-0345 
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Naming of the Ford Thunderbird 
by Daniel Vaughn of Conceptcarz 

 The naming of the Ford Thunderbird was a difficult process, since over 5,000   
entries were entertained. A $250 price was offered to anyone who could come up with a 
name. The name 'Thunderbird' was submitted by Alden Gibberson, the stylist. The name 
became official on February 15, 1954. Gibberson never claimed his prize, though he did 
settle for a new suit and an extra pair of trousers from Saks Fifth Avenue. 
 At the Detroit Auto Show held on February 20,1954, the Thunderbird was shown 
to the public. The first production vehicle came off the line on September 9th of that 
year. Delivery of the vehicles began on October 22nd with over 4,000 orders taken on 
its first day of sale. 
 The fiberglass removable top was standard. Offered as optional equipment was 
the fabric convertible top. Under the hood was a 292 cubic-inch Y-Block V8 that pro-
duced just under 200 horsepower. This was the only engine available for the            
Thunderbird when first introduced. 
 The 1955 Ford Thunderbird Convertible with a white exterior was offered for 
sale at the 2006 Worldwide Group Auction held on Hilton Head Island. It was estimated 
to sell between $50,000-$60,000. Its original owner had ordered the vehicle with     
multiple options including air conditioning, power seats, power windows, power steering, 
and power brakes. It was sold with both a hard top and soft top. The wheels are Kelsey 
Hayes wire units. At the conclusion of the auction it was left unsold. 

https://www.conceptcarz.com/
https://www.conceptcarz.com/
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Tech Tip by Robert DePaola  

¢-.Lw5 w¦bbLbD ¢hh Ih¢Κ  

 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ      

ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ    

¢-.ƛǊŘ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻƻ Ƙƻǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ǎǳƳƳŜǊǝƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ 

ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƻ 

ǎƻƭǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƛŦ 

ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΦ   

мΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭ ŀƴ ŀƊŜǊƳŀǊƪŜǘ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ƎŀǳƎŜ ŀƴŘ ōȅǇŀǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǎƘ ƎŀǳƎŜΦ 
 нΦ  /ƘŜŎƪ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ мέ ǎǇŀŎŜǊ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǇǳƳǇΦ Lǘ 
ƛǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊΣ ŀ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ǿŀǎ 
ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ŀ ǎǇŀŎŜǊΦ 
 оΦ Lƴǎǘŀƭƭ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǘƘŜǊƳƻǎǘŀǘ мсл ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎΦ 
 пΦ Lƴǎǘŀƭƭ ŀ с ƛƴŎƘ ōƭŀŘŜ ŦŀƴΦ 
 рΦ aŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ Ŧŀƴ Ŭǘǎ ƳƛŘ-ǿŀȅ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƘǊƻǳŘ ς όŜƴƎƛƴŜ ǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ǾŀǊȅ 
ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ōƛǘΦύ LŦ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ōǳȅ ŀ ǎǇŀŎŜǊ ƻŦ ŀ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ǎƛȊŜ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŀŎŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƻŜǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ Ŧŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǇǳƳǇΦ 
 сΦ LƳǇǊƻǾŜ ŀƛǊ ƅƻǿΣ ōƭƻŎƪ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƻŘ ǎŎƻƻǇΣ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ н ƳǳŘ ǎƘƛŜƭŘǎ Řƻǿƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŦǊŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǧƭŜ ǊƻǳƴŘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǇŀƴŜƭ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƛƭƭ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ 
 тΦ aŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎŜǩƴƎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǎǇŀǊƪ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ŎƘŜŎƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǝƳƛƴƎ ƭƛƎƘǘΦ aŀƴȅ ǝƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǾŀŎǳǳƳ ŘƛŀǇƘǊŀƎƳ ƎƻŜǎ ōŀŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ 
ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ Ǌǳƴ ƘƻǘΦ  
уΦ /ƘŜŎƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǘ ǊƛǎŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŜȄƘŀǳǎǘ ƳŀƴƛŦƻƭŘ ƛǎ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ŜŀǎƛƭȅΦ LŦ ƛǘ ǎǘŀȅǎ 
ŎƭƻǎŜŘΣ ƻǊ ǇŀǊǝŀƭƭȅ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ƛǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ōŀƴƪ Ǌǳƴ 
ƘƻǧŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƊΦ 
фΦ !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭ ŀƴ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎ ǇǳǎƘŜǊ Ŧŀƴ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŘƛŀǘƻǊΦ 
LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ƘŀǊŘ Ƨƻō ǘƻ Řƻ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎƘƻǿ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ  
 
!ƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ōƭƻŎƪ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭ ƭƻŀŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ǌǳǎǘ ŀƴŘ 
ȅƻǳǊ ǊŀŘƛŀǘƻǊ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀƴ ƻŦ άǎƭǳŘƎŜέΦ 



August 2020 

 

      Page 11 

Pandemic Projects by Richard Lentinello, Hemmings Motor News  

Being cooped up for nearly 3 months has 
taken its toll on many of us, but instead of 
looking at the glass as being half empty, I 
looked at this self-quarantined exile as a 
golden opportunity to get things done that I 
otherwise would not have considered      
doing. 

 Owning several old cars is both a 
blessing and a curse.  Itôs a blessing be-
cause variety allows you to drive assorted 
cars while working on different projects 
without getting bored.  The downside is 
that there are always projects to attend to: 
batteries to charge, oil to change, engines 
to tune, and bodies to polish.  But itôs those 
other  little things that always seem to get 
overlooked as they take a back seat to 
larger, more important projects.  It was 
those small jobs that I focused on complet-
ing during this winter/spring lockdown. 

 I started out in December de-rusting 
several hundred bolts in preparation of 
having them refinished in black oxide, so 
they can be reused when I start reassem-
bling my 1960 Triumph TR3A.  By the time 
I was finished in March, I had gone through 
three 7 inch wire wheels, but using original 
fasteners with correct head markings helps 
make a restoration look that much more 
authentic.  Replacing original fasteners with 
non-descript equivalents from your local 
hardware store, just because they are new, 
can reduce a carôs integrity while giving it a 
cheaply assembled appearance. 

 The engine compartment of my 1963  
3-speed Corvair Monza convertible was 
quite dirty and dingy looking, so I removed 
the metal air cleaner assembly, media 
blasted it down to bare metal and refin-
ished it with several coats of semi-gloss 
black enamel.  Back in place, itôs amazing 
how something that simple can liven up an 
engine compartment. While I was in the 
engine bay, I cleaned all the primary igni-
tion and charging systemôs electrical con-
nections with those wood-handle brass 
brushes I stock up on every year at      
Hershey. Then I gave the connections a 
light coating of dielectric grease to help 
ward off future corrosion, and followed that 
by tightening down every fastener, includ-
ing the all important fan belt adjuster.  All I 
need to do now is change the oil and filter 
as well as the spark plugs, which are long 

overdue for replacement. 

 On my 1967 Triumph GT6, I pulled a 
few spark plugs to check if the air-fuel mix-
ture was spot onðof course it wasnôt, as 
the engine was running a bit rich. So, I 
took the time to dial in the two Stromberg 
carburetors and fit new air filters. After re-
gapping the points and lubricating the dis-
tributor, allôs well, and it now runs like a 
Swiss watch. After a quick wipe down of the 
exterior, vacuuming of the interior, and 
topping up the air pressure in the tires, the 
GT6 is all set to be enjoyed for the summer 
season. 

 This was also an ideal time to clean 
the garage itself, as dust in an old garage/
barn with wood floors accumulates quickly.  
It took well over an hour to vacuum the 
floor and every crevice, but that was time 
well spent because during the summer 
months I spend a considerable amount of 
time laying on the floor while working on 
my cars. 

 Most importantly, in preparation for 
getting back to work once the warm weath-
er returns, I spent an entire day getting my 
tools and equipment in order. After clean-
ing my hand tools and getting rid of all the 
dirt that accumulates inside the tool chest, 
I reorganized both toolboxes and put each 
item back where it needs to be.  The     
condensation in the air compressor was 
drained, as was the inline filter for my 
blasting cabinet.  All the various paints and 
chemicals that I stored in my house during 
the winter, so they donôt freeze, were     
returned to the fireproof metal cabinet.  
Sanding discs were organized according to 
their grit, sanding blocks cleaned, and new 
rags added to my rag bin. 

 While this work was going on, sever-
al car batteries were given a quick charge, 
although more than one needed a three 
hour blast to get its amp rating increased.  
Plastic containers, paper and pens, single 
edge razor blades, clamps, and other minor 
but often used essential supplies were    
replenished.  Now I just need to get to the 
auto parts store to stock up on lubricants 
and cleaners, which I donôt like to run out 
of when they are needed most.               
Let the fun begin! 
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NEEDS 

 

HAVES 

 

 
¶ 57 Texas Plates For Saleñ$75.00 set   Contact John Schnabel 

        bronze_bird@yahoo.com 

 

¶ ôOriginal generator mountñ FREE   Contact Bob Soltysik 

        soltysik@live.com or 972-562-4794 

 

 

¶ 1957 Ford Thunderbird Shop Manual   Contact  Les Gray 

 Still in plastic shipping bag -  $25.00     boxcars@ont.com or 214-8084318 

 

 

 

¶ Set of ô55-õ56 Ford 15 inch Wheels   $250  Contact John or Karen Dendy 

¶ 1961 Hawthorne Tandem Bicycle for two         972-258-0190 or 214-662-2035 (KD Cell) 

     Originalñstill has the factory tires   $875  dendy.prestonpub@verizon.net 

 

  

¶ ô57 Trunk Lid, rust free, has pinholes where  Contact Oscar Willhite 817-501-3194 or 

      weatherstrip was. Is in Europrime. Can send pictures. oscarwillhite@yahoo.com 
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Needs and Haves 

HAVES 
 

¶ T 85 overdrive for ô57 T-Bird complete with     Contact Scott McGilvray  

      shifter & clutch linkage. Dirty.      $1500.00     214-341-3597 

      Will not install. 

 

 

¶ All for 1957 Tð Bird    MAKE OFFER!!!    Contact Adam Nieto 

 Inside door tirm, rear tail lights   915-422-1746  

 Hood hinges, door latch, gas cap 

 Dash light bulbs, 2 1/4ó high pressure hose, trim Glove Box 

¶ Model cars available from Adam Nieto also.          MAKE OFFER OR ANY OR ALL!! 

 ô57 Gold T-Bird    BMW 28 ðGray    

 ô57 White T-Bird    Lexus SC 430ñRed   

 ô57 Red T-Bird     ô37 Ford ConvertibleñGreen  

 ô57 Pink T-Bird    ô69 Ford Torino Tallad  

 ô55 Peacock T-Bird    ô02  T-Bird Special Edition 

 ô48 Chevy Woodie    ô55 Mercedes 300ñBlack 

 ô32 Roadster    ô 98 Jaquar 4/D BLK 

 ô2000 Mustang SVT Cobra Red  ô98 Corvette ConvertibleñRed 

 

 

¶  4 Tail light bezels for a 1958-59 Squarebird,          

       Good condition. Set of 4 for    $25.00         Contact Neil Swartz         

¶  5 blade fan, measures 18ó diameter. 4 Bolt   cuul59@gmail.com 

      Patternñfits most T-Birds. Good condition        $25.00 Frisco, Texas 

¶ Trunk lid hinge with spring for Square Birds.    310-291-4834 

     Needs to be cleaned of surface rust & painted. FREE! 

 

 

           Contact Bob Soltysik 

¶ 2 barrel manifold for 1957 T-bird or other Y-block            soltysik@live.com              

¶ Holley 2300 2 barrel carburetor that fits it.  MAKE OFFER!           972-562-4794       
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A Good Reminder  
of the Good óOle Days! 

From Mike Bracey and Sherry Chaput 

 
 

       

 
 
 

 
 
  

  

'FENDER SKIRTS' 

A term I haven't heard in a long 

time, and thinking about 'fender 

skirts' started me thinking about 

other words that quietly disappear-

from our language with hardly a 

notice like 'curb feelers' 

And 'steering knobs ' 
Since I'd been thinking of cars, my 

mind naturally went that direction first.. 

          MORE 

Didn't you ever wait at the street for 

your daddy to come home, so you 

could ride the 'running board' up 
to the house? 
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A Good Reminder  
of the Good óOle Days! 

Remember 'Continental kits'? 
They were rear bumper extenders 
and spare tire covers that were 
supposed to make any car as cool 
as a Lincoln Continental. 

When did we quit calling them    

'emergency brakes? 
At some point 'parking brake' became 

the proper term. But I miss the hint of 

drama that went with 'emergency 

brake.' 

 

I'm sad, too, that almost all the old folks 
are gone who would call the              

accelerator the 'foot feed.' 

 
Many today do not even know what 

a clutch is or that the     

               dimmer switch used to be 
on the floor.   

 

For that matter, the starter was down 
there too. 
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Bird Thunder T-Bird Marketplace  
Big D Little Bird Member:  Non-business related ads are free and will run for 6 months only unless editor has been noticied.  Business related ad is $1.00 
per issue or $12.00 per year for a business card size ad.  1/4 page is $24.00 per year and 1/2 page ad is $50.00 per year. 

Non-Club Member: Business card ad is $3.00 per issue or $36.00 per year. 1/4 page ad is $75.00 per year and 1/2 page ad is $150.00 per year. 

FYI !   J. R. Morris will give a discount to 
all Big D Little Birds members on any tire 
for any vehicle.  Call him for a quote! 
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2020 Calendar of Events   

 

 

 

1st Business Meeting @ Southern Recipe Grill 

  

 NO Bird Ladies Out to Lunch Bunch 

 

23rd  Great Race stop in Granbury @     

    Lake Granbury Conference Ctr. 

September  

6th Business Meeting @                
 Southern Recipe   
 Grill 

15th Ladies                           
 Out to Lunch Bunch 

11-12th Eureka Springs, 
    AR Trip 

October 

3rd Business Meeting @                    
 Southern Recipe 
 Grill 

20th Ladies                             
 Out to Lunch Bunch 

Beer, Brats 
and BBQ @ 
Grayõs home 

November 

7th Business Meeting @       
 Southern Recipe Grill 

14th Chili Cook Off @   
  the Saffellõs home 

17th Ladies               

 Out to Lunch Bunch 

December 

5th Business Meeting @ 
 Southern Recipe Grill 

6th Club Christmas    
 Dinner @ Maggianoõs 

15th Ladies               

 Out to Lunch Bunch 

NOTES: Calendar changes and additions will be updated each month.   

      Swap Meets will be listed on the last page of the newsletter. 

         Donations to the NTFB will be accepted all year at any event or breakfasts,         
         not just in December. 


